Compilation of the Holy Quran

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) could not read or write. When revelations came to him by
Hazrat Jibrael, the scribes wrote them down. They used bones of animals, leaves, pieces of
pottery and any other things they could find. The Qur’an was complete by the Holy
Prophet’s death, but it was not written down 1n one copy.

The first caliph Hazrat Abu Bakr experienced many difficulties. One of the main
difficulties was the false prophets. The worst of these was Musaylima. Hazrat Abu Bakr
fought against him in the Garden of Death at Yamama. In this battle although Muslims won
and Musaylima was killed, but many Muslims who memorized the Qur’an were also
martyred. So Hazrat "Umar suggested to Hazrat Abu Bakr to make a written collection of the
Qur’an. He was worried that if more huffaz were killed the Qur’an may be lost. Hazrat Abu
Bakr did not want to do thus, because the Holy Prophet had not done it. But Hazrat ‘Umar
persuaded him, and so he asked Hazrat Zayd Tbn Thabit, the Prophet’s secretary, to do the
work. He was also at first hesitant but eventually agreed. Hazrat Zayd felt that it would be
more difficult to compile the Holy Quran than to carry a mountain as he was aware that he
would be answerable for it on the Day of Judgment. However, he worked very hard. He
consulted the senior Muslims and at last found all the parts of the Quran. The collection was
made. It was given to Hazrat Abu Bakr. When Hazrat Abu Bakr died; Hazrat Umar the
second caliph took its possession. After his death in 644 AD, this copy passed to his daughter
Hazrat Hafsa, who was also the widow of the Holy Prophet. Since she kept it safe, so it was

known as mushaf-e-Hafsa (Flafsa 's copy of the FHoly Book).

In the time of Hazrat “Uthman, the third caliph, the Muslimm empire expanded very
videly. Many people with different languages (not Arabic) became Muslim. Hazrat “Uthman
unt through his commanders like Hazrat Anas and Hazrat Huzaifa that some of these

cople were reading the Qur’an differently from the Arabs. They were reciting the words in
y different way. Hazrat “Uthman thought that the true Qur’an may be lost, so he ordch a
lection to be made. Hazrat Zayd Ibn Thabit did this work with three other senior
Auslims. They collected all the true copies, and they ensured these contained only the words
of the Prophet. Finally, they compared their collection with Mushaf-e-Hafsa for a double
check They decided that the Holy Quran must be in the dialect of Quraysh, because that was
the Holy Prophet’s speech. Hazrat *Uthman sent copies of this official Qur’an to parts of the
empire and he ordered all other copies to be burnt, so that only the correct word of Allah be
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Muslims read the same Quran today
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